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SOMMAIRE EDITORIAL

Our mission to ‘empower 
everyone to protect and 
take care of their body’ 

underpins our environmental protection and 
social responsibility practices. 

Several years ago, our family business 
introduced a series of transformations 
to improve our ecological footprint and 
contribute to human well-being. These 
radical changes are real vectors of innovation 
and creativity for all our teams (research, 
marketing, operations, and human resources) 
and a tremendous source of motivation and 
understanding for the driving forces that 
constitute an asset for our company.

We are committed to improving on a 
daily basis by pursuing initiatives already 
in place and launching new ones. We 
believe in sustainable development 
and in the need to do our job while 
preserving the beauty of our planet.

Eric Jaquemet
CEO 

Laboratoires Sarbec



ECO-DESIGNING PRODUCTS 
BY FAVOURING THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF RESOURCES
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85%

1. DEVELOPING ECO-FRIENDLY FORMULAS  

1.1. DEVELOPING SOURCING OF ECO-DESIGNED RAW MATERIALS

At SARBEC Laboratories, we favour natural ingredients, especially those that are plant-based, 
because nature is our main source of inspiration.

We source our natural raw materials from environmentally responsible suppliers and favour 
renewable natural resources.

We prioritise the use of eco-designed raw materials; namely those produced using 
environmentally-friendly extraction processes to minimise the associated environmental 
impact.

OF PRODUCTS NEWLY LISTED IN 2018 ARE NATURALLY-DERIVED .

For Corine de Farme’s baby range, in partnership with an 
eco-friendly supplier who develops eco-friendly plant 
extracts, we chose a Calendula extract obtained using 
a totally natural extraction process - zeodration. 100% 
natural, these extracts are obtained using proprietary 
processes that are ecologically clean and particularly 
adapted to the extraction of active molecules.



ECO-DESIGNING PRODUCTS 
BY FAVOURING THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF RESOURCES

1.2. CONTROLLING THE SUPPLY OF RAW MATERIALS DERIVED FROM 

       PALM OIL AND PALM KERNEL OIL

Corine de Farme is committed to reducing the use of palm 
oil derivatives in all its products. 

As part of our sustainable sourcing strategy, we prioritise the sourcing of sustainable, 
traceable palm oil and palm kernel oil that is certified according to the principles and 
criteria of the RSPO (Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil).



1.3. DEVELOPING LOCAL SOURCING OF OUR RAW MATERIALS

We favour partnerships with local suppliers (France – Europe) to minimise the environmental 
impact resulting from the transport of raw materials. 

We are committed to sourcing local ingredients because collecting ingredients close to the 
production site is an excellent way to reduce the carbon footprint of the final product.

86%

98%

OF OUR SUPPLIERS ARE LOCATED IN FRANCE

OF OUR SUPPLIERS ARE LOCATED IN EUROPE

For Corine de Farme’s baby Bio range, we selected a 
certified organic olive leaf extract from trees grown in 
the heart of the Petit Saint-Jean olive grove located in 
the south of France.



100%

86

ORGANIC-CERTIFIED PROJECTS IN 2018 COMPARED TO 2017

OF PROJECTS DEVELOPED BY OUR R&D LAB IN 2018 INCLUDE OVER 
90% NATURALLY DERIVED INGREDIENTS

Since 1969, Corine de Farme has been offering beauty 
products that contain over 95% naturally-derived 
ingredients and/or are certified organic by Ecocert 
according to the Cosmos Organic standard.  

1.4. OPTING FOR ORGANIC INGREDIENTS

Choosing to use organic ingredients is consistent with our eco-design policy:

• including a set minimum amount of organically-grown ingredients,

• choosing renewable resources over ingredients derived from chemical synthesis or 
petrochemicals, and 

• choosing processing methods that impact least on the environment.

Our production facility in Neuville-en-Ferrain is ECOCERT-certified and our research and 
development laboratory has specialised in formulating natural and organic cosmetics for 
nearly 50 years.



Corine de Farme develops minimalist formulas 
such as its organic certified Pure Micellar Water 
or its Baby Bio Liniment that contains just 9 
ingredients!

1.5. REDUCING THE NUMBER OF INGREDIENTS WE USE

Reducing the average number of ingredients we use is a key objective associated with 
developing eco-friendly cosmetic formulas. Yet the number of ingredients required for product 
formulation seems to be subject to an ever increasing number of constraints: a greater number 
of expected benefits and formulas containing a higher number of active ingredients, along 
with the growing complexity of formulas linked to the elimination of certain preservatives 
(such as parabens and phenoxyethanol). 

To save resources and improve the environmental profile of products, our research and 
development laboratory limits the number of ingredients in our formulas and employs its 
unique expertise to develop minimalist formulas:

• the relevance of each ingredient is assessed on a case-by-case basis, and

• controversial ingredients are excluded.

 Our formulas are therefore safe, effective and sensory, with the right number of ingredients. 



Selecting materials with the smallest possible environmental footprint: renewable, natural, 
recycled, and recyclable materials that require fewer resources, paper and cardboard made 
from forests that are managed responsibly and in a way that respects biodiversity, doing away 
with leaflets or printing instructions for use inside packaging, is an important lever in any eco-
design strategy.

2. ECO-DESIGNING PACKAGING 

2.1. LIMITING THE IMPACT OF MATERIALS USED

86% OF OUR OVERPACK BOXES ARE MADE OF RECYCLED CARDBOARD

To avoid paper leaflets, instructions for use 
can be found on the outer packaging of 
Corine de Farme products as well as on the 
company’s website.
To minimise waste, Corine de Farme’s care 
product range is not cellophane wrapped.
100% of Corine de Farme bottles are 
recyclable (HDPE – PET).



50%

19m

OF OUR BOTTLE VOLUME IS PRODUCED IN-HOUSE, THUS 
AVOIDING THE TRANSPORT OF EMPTY BOTTLES.

MILLION BOTTLES ARE PRODUCED IN-HOUSE ANNUALLY

74% of Corine de Farme PE/PET bottles are 
produced in our blow mould facility. 
(January - April 2019)

2.2. PRODUCING PART OF OUR PACKAGING

Our company has its own bottle production facility, which allows us to produce these recipients 
directly at the site of the finished product, thus reducing the environmental footprint associated 
with the transport of empty bottles.

Our blow mould facility has direct in-line waste recycling, meaning at least 35% recycled 
materials can be used in our bottles (Post Industrial Recycling).



2.3. PROPOSING ECO-REFILLS 

Refills are part of our ethical consumption and reuse policy.

We have invested in equipment that enables us to propose eco-refills in flexible stand-up 
pouches for display racks and shelves, or in soft packs. Due to their very lightweight, they 
require less plastic to produce (while remaining very solid).

In 2019, we launched a new generation of single-material eco-refills to improve the recyclability 
of these products and to reduce their carbon footprint.

13,5m

77%

ECO-REFILLS PRODUCED PER YEAR

 LESS PLASTIC USED FOR A 500 ML BOTTLE

Corine de Farme proposes eco-refills for its Baby 
Cleansing Gel. The original packaging, a 500 ml 
pump bottle, can thus be used over again. 



2.4.  INFORMING CONSUMERS ABOUT THE RECYCLABILITY OF OUR PACKAGING

Laboratoires Sarbec’s regulatory affairs department promotes the inclusion of sorting 
instructions on packaging and brand supports.

Corine de Farme features sorting instructions for its 100% 
recyclable packaging on its website.



SUSTAINABLE MANUFACTURING
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1. OPTIMISING INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES 

1.1. MANAGING WATER AND ENERGY CONSUMPTION

Various solutions for reducing the use of potable water are being introduced: 

• employment of a product recovery technology for cleaning our production and packaging 
lines, 

• last rinse water used as the primary wash, and

• taking into account our policy of buying energy efficient machines when appointing our 
new machine suppliers (steam boilers, heat recovery cooling units).

1.2. REPROCESSING OUR OWN WASTE 

Our company has had its own in-house waste treatment system since 2004: a treatment plant, 
or more specifically a wastewater treatment pond.

60m3 OF WASTEWATER TREATED PER DAY

1.3. USING LOW-ENERGY PRODUCTION PROCESSES

We prioritise the use of cold mixing processes.



2. REDUCING THE CARBON FOOTPRINT ASSOCIATED 

    WITH TRANSPORT 

• We prioritise the use of fully-loaded lorries for transporting our finished products. 

• To keep empty running to a minimum, our overpack boxes are specially designed for each 
product.

• Our storage warehouse benefits from direct access to the A22 motorway, which plays a 
central role in the transport of products to our main European customers.

Merchandise export



PROMOTING CONSUMER AWARENESS 
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1. ENCOURAGING GOOD SORTING HABITS & RAISING WATER

    CONSUMPTION AWARENESS

 As part of its advice and support strategy, our company develops tools designed for clients and 
consumers to raise consumer awareness:

• guide on sorting bathroom items for recycling, and

• tips for managing every-day water use. 

On its website and its blog, Corine de Farme publishes tips 
and simple, eco-friendly steps for saving water during your 
beauty routine: like washing your face in the shower with its 

Organic Micellar Foam-wash.



DEVELOPING
A DYNAMIC ECONOMIC ECOSYSTEM
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1. CONTRIBUTING TO REGIONAL DYNAMISM

2. DEVELOPING LOCAL EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES  

Through our manufacturing operations and our commitment to choosing French-based 
suppliers, we indirectly provide employment for several tens of thousands of people throughout 
France.

• Organising factory visits for local associations, relations with schools, participating in local 
job forums and local projects for helping people in difficulty return to work (e.g. PEPS 
(reintegration of people over 45), Contrat Emploi Francs, temporary employment contracts 
for young people aged16-30, and similar). 

• social investment in the form of training that goes beyond our legal obligations: in-house 
and external training for staff that develops versatility and therefore their employability 

• a long-term employment policy: low level of fixed-term contracts, organisation of job 
dating sessions on our website 

• internship and job-release programmes (professionalisation and apprenticeship contracts)

14

95,3%

PERMANENT CONTRACT POSITIONS WERE 
CREATED AT OUR PRODUCTION FACILITY 
IN 2018

OF CONTRACTS WERE PERMANENT 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2018 
(LABORATORIES SARBEC STAFF) 



3. DEVELOPING A PRO-DIVERSITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY

 We operate a pro-diversity employment policy for people with disabilities: 

• long-term contracts with local ESAT/CAT vocational rehabilitation centres,

• pro-diversity recruitment policy, and

• flexible working hours.

« If you have a disability, it’s not an inability for us! »



ASSESSING AND MONITORING
OUR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT POLICY 
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We monitor and assess our CSR strategy using independent bodies that evaluate the company’s 
performance in terms of its CSR contractual clauses.



1. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  

Notre score est supérieur à 80% de toutes 
les entreprises évaluées par Ecovadis.



2. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Governance 2,30

Average number of companies: 584 (out of 4)
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3. DÉVELOPPEMENT D’UN OUTIL DE VEILLE INTERNE 

A formula that 
is paraben-, 
phenoxyethanol-, 
sulphate-, and 
colourant-free.

A storage 
warehouse 
located in close 
proximity to 
our production 
facility.

A formula 
with over 95% 
naturally derived 
ingredients.

A 100% 
recyclable HDPE 
bottle containing 
35% recycled 
material (PIR).

France-based 
sourcing & long-
term contracts 
with suppliers. 

Bottles are made 
in our workshops 
and feature 
an easy-to-
remove pump to 
facilitate sorting 
for recycling.

Calendula extract 
obtained using 
a 100% natural 
extraction 
process.

Eco-refills that 
mean bottles can 
be reused.

Raising consumer 
awareness on 
sorting bathroom 
items for 
recycling on the 
brand’s website.



Figures from internal sources -  Base year: 2018

LABORATOIRES SARBEC
10, rue du Vertuquet

59960 Neuville en Ferrain - France
sarbec@sarbec.com
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